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Attached is a chart developed by PBS tha t ill Llstra tes a theoretical conversion
timetable based on the time frames proposed by the FCC in the Fourth
Further Notice. This was done principally to illustrate for our member
stations a possible transition timetable aimed at meeting the FCC's proposed
deadlines.

During our recent meeting on March 14 regarding digital television, you
referred to a chart that you understood had been developed regarding the
transition timetable for public television c.;tations

March 26, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

This should not be regarded as a buildout schedule for public television, nor a
commitment from public broadcasters to build in accordance with this
schedule. This theoretical model will likely vary according to the availability
of funding; local circumstances, including the availability of antenna sites;
and the availability of equipment.

You also expressed an interest in those public stations that were planning to
make an early transition to digital television

A consortium of five public stations, known as the Digital Broadcast Alliance,
are taking a leading role in digital television. Four of the five -- KCTS-TV,
Seattle, Oregon Public Broadcasting, Portland, WETA-TV, Washington, D.C,
and WMVS/WMVT-TV/ Milwaukee -- have applied for and received
experimental DTV licenses to allow them to demonstrate DTV broadcast
services. Two stations, KCTS and Oregon Public Broadcasting, are currently
on the air with a digital signal, WETA plans to be on the air within the next
few days, and WMVS/WMVT-TV plans to be on the air by this fall.



We hope this information is helpful to you and we would be happy to answer
any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

/Jt~/:J1~-~.
Marilyn ohrman-GI1lIs
Vice President, Policy and Legal Affairs
Association of America's Public Television

Stations
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Gary P. Poon
Director, DTV Strategic Planning Office
Public Broadcasting Service

cc: William F. Caton, FCC
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